






Devised	 by	 Dr.	 Austin	 Fisher	 and	 first	 held	 in	 2013,	 Spaghetti	 Cinema	 is	 an	 academic	
conference	 and	 film	 festival	 that	 celebrates	 the	history	 and	 contemporary	 reach	of	 Italian	
genre	 cinema.	The	 first	event	 focused	on	Spaghetti	Westerns	and	 the	next	was	a	 two-day	





Lucio	 Fulci’s	 ...E	 tu	 vivrai	 nel	 terrore!	 L'aldilà/The	 Beyond	 (1981)	 and	 Ruggero	 Deodato’s	
Ultimo	mondo	cannibale/Last	Cannibal	World	(1977).	These	screenings	were	set	 in	context	





Spaghetti	 Cinema	 represents	 an	 evolution	 in	 both	 academic	 conference	 and	 film	 festival	
terms.	 Fujiwara	 claims	 that	 festivals	 have	 seen	 a	 ‘calcification	 of	 taste’	 (2013:	 218),	while	
Cousins	argues	that	‘so	many	of	them	present	retrospectives	of,	or	tributes	to,	filmmakers,	
genres,	or	themes	that	are	already	well	established,	part	of	the	canon’	(2013a:	169).	Cousins	
also	states	that	 ‘[they	should]	 look	at	the	past	of	 film	culture	 in	the	broadest	geographical	
terms’	 (2013a:	 169).	 Spaghetti	 Cinema	 can’t	 be	 accused	 of	 mining	 the	 same	 territory	 as	
other	festivals	and	its	focus	on	its	subject	is	broad	in	terms	of	the	approaches	to	the	material	
that	 it	encourages.	 It	 is,	however,	very	niche	and	as	Fujiwara	states:	 ‘“niche”	 […]	 festivals,	
instead	 of	 uniting	 viewers,	 isolate	 them	 in	 micro-experiences’	 (2013:	 219).	 The	 2014	





























































sense	of	 the	breadth	of	 content	 and	 contexts	 to	 be	 found	 at	 the	 event.	 The	 keynote	was	
delivered	by	Professor	Peter	Hutchings	and	discussed	the	early	work	of	Dario	Argento	and	





Westerns	 at	 the	 2013	 event.	Having	 the	 keynote	 speaker	 present	 throughout,	 particularly	
one	whose	work	forms	the	core	basis	of	the	scholarship	being	undertaken,	again	resulted	in	




Panels	 on	 day	 one	 were	 titled	 Re-appraising	 Genre	 Histories,	 Transnational	 Routes	 of	
Influence	 and	 Italian	 Horror	 Cinema’s	 Distribution	 Tails.	 The	 content	 and	 discussion	 was	
diverse	and	included	Dr.	Russ	Hunter	from	Northumbria	University	starting	at	the	beginning	
not	 only	 of	 horror	 cinema,	 but	 also	 of	 the	 form	 itself,	 in	 a	 paper	 titled	Mostruoso!	 Italy’s	
Silent	Horror	Cinema.		
	
A	 paper	 titled	 Remakesploitation:	 Transnational	 Borrowings	 between	 Turkish	 and	 Italian	
Exploitation	 Cinema,	which	was	 delivered	 by	Dr.	 Iain	 Robert	 Smith	 from	 the	University	 of	
Roehampton,	followed.	Smith	brought	his	trademark	insight	and	almost	archaeological	zeal	
to	 uncovering	 links	 between	 Italian	 genre	 exports	 and	 little-seen	 Turkish	 exploitation	
content,	 including	 some	 adaptations	 of	 Italian	 comic	 book	 films.	 The	 paper	 brought	 the	












was	 nuanced	 in	 its	 discussion	 and	 looked	 at	 the	 categorization	 and	 ‘cuts’	 of	 the	 films	 in	
question,	 delivering	 a	 detailed	 comparison	 of	 the	 distribution	 opportunities	 to	 the	 films	
presently	and	at	the	time	of	their	production	and	release.	The	after-panel	conversation	took	
a	 fascinating	turn	with	guests	Ruggero	Deodato	and	Luigi	Cozzi	providing	extra	 insight	 into	
some	 of	 the	 industrial	 contexts	 being	 discussed	 on	 the	 panel	 resulting	 in	 a	 discussion	
between	academics	and	practitioners,	translated	and	moderated	by	Dr.	Baschiera.		
	
Day	 two	 began	 fiercely,	 opening	 with	 a	 panel	 chaired	 by	 conference	 director	 Dr.	 Austin	
Fisher.	 Titled	The	 Politics	 of	 Perverse	Desire	 in	 Italian	 Cinema,	 the	 panel	 ensured	 that	 the	
momentum	of	the	event	was	continued	with	some	no-holds-barred	papers.	The	 last	paper	
was	 an	 entertaining	 and	 rigorous	 examination	 of	 necrophilia	 in	 three	 films,	 delivered	 by	
Professor	Patricia	MacCormack	 from	Anglia	Ruskin	University.	MacCormack	discussed	with	
incredible	 insight	 and	 thorough	examination	 the	 ‘liberatory	 potentialisations	of	 unraveling	










screening	 of	 Fulci’s	 The	 Beyond	 was	 bookended	 by	 conversations	 with	 Luigi	 Cozzi	 and	
Catriona	MacColl	 and	 then	 to	 close	 the	 event	 Ruggero	 Deodato	 and	Me	Me	 Lai	 were	 in	
conversation	 with	 Dr.	 Calum	 Waddell	 following	 a	 screening	 of	 Deodato’s	 Last	 Cannibal	





in	 what	 was	 a	 truly	 vibrant	 two-day	 event	 that	 blurred	 the	 boundaries	 between	 maker,	
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